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In 1971, President Nixon declared a war on drugs: “America’s
public enemy number one in the United States is drug abuse.”
Nixon pushed “tough on crime” policies, and the prison
population began to rise. In the early 1980s, President Reagan
pushed the war on drugs with zero tolerance policies. The
prison population grew rapidly from 200,000 in 1971 to over 2.2
million in 2013 – with another 4.7 million on probation or parole.
U.S Bureau of Justice statistics; www.drugpolicy.org/
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Racial-biased law enforcement and arrests result in more poor
people and minorities in the prison system. “African Americans
make up 13.6 percent of the U.S. population, according to
census data, but black men make up 40.2 percent of all prison
inmates… Right now, we have more African-Americans behind
bars or under watch of the criminal justice system than there
were enslaved in 1850.” ~ Michelle Alexander, The New Jim
Crow, 2011
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In America in 2010, we had 5.85 million Americans who have
lost their voting rights because of previous convictions.” ~ U.S.
Senator Cory Booker, D-NJ, CNS News interview, 8/10/15
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In the early 1980s, the Corrections Corporation of America
pioneered the idea of running prisons for a profit. “You just sell
it like you were selling cars, or real estate, or hamburgers,” one
founder said. Today, corporate-run prisons hold 8 percent of
America’s inmates. ~ Madison Pauly, Mother Jones, 2016
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“With only 5% of the world’s population, the U.S. has more
than 20% of the world’s prison population – that makes us the
world’s largest jailer. From 1978 to 2014, our prison population
has risen 408%.” ~ American Civil Liberties Union, The Prison
Crisis, 2017
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