
complaint: a document that starts a civil lawsuit and is filed by a 
person who claims to have suffered harm by the actions of another 
person 

decision: a conclusion reached by a judge or jury after an 
evaluation of evidence 

defendant: in a lawsuit, a person accused of causing the harm 

plaintiff: in a lawsuit, a person who claims to have suffered harm 
caused by actions of another person

remedy: in a trial, the actions by a court of law to fix or make up for 
wrongful harm to the plaintiffs

standing: ability of a person to bring a lawsuit before a court to 
obtain judicial remedy or relief 

trial: the judicial process of examining and determining facts and 
legal issues between parties in a civil or criminal lawsuit
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