
TIMELINE RESOURCES 1789–1819

1789 	
Perspectives on the Constitution: A Republic, if you can keep it constitutioncenter.org/learn/
educational-resources/historical-documents/perspectives-on-the-constitution-a-republic-if-
you-can-keep-it 

1791	
Why wasn’t the Bill of Rights originally in the Constitution? – James Coll  ed.ted.com/lessons/
why-wasn-t-the-bill-of-rights-originally-in-the-us-constitution-james-coll 

1801	
Midnight Judges Act
www.american-historama.org/1790-1800-new-nation/1801-judiciary-act-midnight-judges.htm

1803	
Marbury v. Madison (and Judiciary Act of 1801) 
landmarkcases.org/en/landmark/cases/marbury_v_madison

www.fjc.gov/history/legislation/landmark-judicial-legislation-text-document-1

1819	
Dartmouth College v. Woodward
www.americanbar.org/groups/public_education/initiatives_awards/students_in_action/
dartmouth.html 

Support Resources
Magna Carta and human rights
www.projectbritain.com/calendar/June/magnacarta.html 

Separation of power: First 100 years
www.amendmentgazette.com/what-is-corporate-personhood/

press-pubs.uchicago.edu/founders/documents/a1_8_18s16.html 

Perspectives on the Constitution: A Republic, if you can keep it
constitutioncenter.org/learn/educational-resources/historical-documents/perspectives-on-
the-constitution-a-republic-if-you-can-keep-it

Why wasn’t the Bill of Rights originally in the Constitution? video
ed.ted.com/lessons/why-wasn-t-the-bill-of-rights-originally-in-the-us-constitution-james-coll



TIMELINE RESOURCES 1857–1886

1857	
Dred Scott v. Sandford (sic)
landmarkcases.org/en/landmark/cases/dred_scott_v_sandford

www.history.com/topics/black-history/dred-scott-case 

legal-dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/Substantive+Due+Process 

1865	
13th Amendment history 
constitutioncenter.org/blog/abraham-lincoln-and-the-two-13th-amendments
	
Corwin Amendment: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corwin_Amendment 

1868	
14th Amendment history
www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=43

1870	
15th Amendment history
www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=44

1873	
The Slaughterhouse Cases
www.britannica.com/event/Slaughterhouse-Cases 

1875	
Minor v. Happersett
www.britannica.com/event/Minor-v-Happersett

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minor_v._Happersett 

1886	
Santa Clara County v. Southern Pacific Railroad
ballotpedia.org/Santa_Clara_County_v._Southern_Pacific_Railroad_Company



SUPPORT RESOURCES 1857–1886

War profiteering
opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/03/07/the-civil-wars-war-on-fraud/ 

307 lawsuits
Unequal Protection by Thom Hartmann (Rodale Books, 2004) 

‘Corporations are People’ review
www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2018/03/corporations-people-adam-winkler/554852/

Women’s rights movement timeline
www.infoplease.com/spot/womens-rights-movement-us 

Abolitionists movement timeline
www.infoplease.com/spot/timeline-key-moments-black-history

Black Americans in Congress
history.house.gov/Exhibitions-and-Publications/BAIC/Historical-Data/Constitutional-
Amendments-and-Legislation/



TIMELINE RESOURCES 1893–1947

1893
Noble v. Union River Logging Railroad Co.
supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/147/165/

1897	
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad Co. v. Chicago
billofrightsinstitute.org/educate/educator-resources/lessons-plans/landmark-supreme-court-
cases-elessons/quincy-railways-v-chicago-189/ 

1905	
Lochner v. New York
www.britannica.com/event/Lochner-v-New-York

legaldictionary.net/lochner-v-new-york/ 

www.casebriefs.com/blog/law/constitutional-law/constitutional-law-keyed-to-cohen/the-due-
process-contract-and-just-compensation-clauses-and-the-review-of-the-reasonableness-of-
legislation/lochner-v-new-york-2/ 

1906	
Hale v. Henkel
supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/201/43/case.html

1919	
Dodge v. Ford
www.casebriefs.com/blog/law/business-associations/business-associations-keyed-to-
hamilton/financial-matters-and-the-corporation-business-associations-keyed-to-hamilton-
business-associations-law/dodge-v-ford-motor-co-3/

1922	
Pennsylvania Coal Co. v. Mahon
www.casebriefs.com/blog/law/property/property-law-keyed-to-dukeminier/eminent-domain-
and-the-problem-of-regulatory-takings/pennsylvania-coal-co-v-mahon-2/ 

MP



SUPPORT RESOURCES 1893–1947

Unsettled law relating to Pennsylvania Coal Co. case
If you own land, how far above and below do you own?
www.todayifoundout.com/index.php/2014/08/land-much-really-right/

Boggs v. Merideth, 2016 (Drone Slayer case)
assets.documentcloud.org/documents/2674191/001-Complaint-for-Declaratory-Judgment-
and.pdf

www.wileyconnect.com/home/2017/3/22/boggs-v-merideth-crashes-on-lack-of-jurisdiction

Just and unjust law
home.isi.org/unjust-law-no-law-all-excerpts-letter-birmingham-jail

theconversation.com/how-human-rights-law-has-been-used-to-guarantee-corporations-a-
right-to-profit-74593 

Right to profit?
Polluted Children, Toxic Nation, 2008, 5 minutes
www.youtube.com/watch?v=OpdqKAC73CM 

Little Things Matter: The Impact of Toxins on the Developing Brain, 2014, 7 minutes
www.youtube.com/watch?v=E6KoMAbz1Bw

The Most Polluted Generation, TEDxBrussels, 2014, 14 minutes
www.youtube.com/watch?v=LlQXs0yofMs 

10 Americans, Environmental Working Group, 2012, 23 minutes
www.youtube.com/watch?v=0-kc3AIM_LU 

Cancer Alley: Big Industry, Big Problems, 2015 
www.msnbc.com/interactives/geography-of-poverty/se.html

MP



TIMELINE RESOURCES 1893–1947

1896	
Plessy v. Ferguson
landmarkcases.org/en/landmark/cases/plessy_v_ferguson

www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/plessy-v-ferguson-1896

www.casebriefs.com/blog/law/constitutional-law/constitutional-law-keyed-to-cohen/defining-
the-scope-of-liberty-and-property-protected-by-the-due-process-clause-the-procedural-
due-process-cases/plessy-v-ferguson-4/ 

1907	
Hunter v. Pittsburgh & current use
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hunter_v._City_of_Pittsburgh 

www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/what-happened-denton-war-local-democracy-n620926

1913	
17th Amendment history
www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=58

www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/common/briefing/Direct_Election_Senators.htm 

1920	
19th Amendment history
www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=63

1935	
National Labor Relations Act history
www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=67 

www.britannica.com/topic/Taft-Hartley-Act 

1937	
West Coast Hotel Co. v. Parrish
www.casebriefs.com/blog/law/constitutional-law/constitutional-law-keyed-to-chemerinsky/
economic-liberties/west-coast-hotel-co-v-parrish/ 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Coast_Hotel_Co._v._Parrish 

1947	
History of union organizing: www.britannica.com/topic/Taft-Hartley-Act

PP



SUPPORT RESOURCES 1893–1947

Just and unjust law
home.isi.org/unjust-law-no-law-all-excerpts-letter-birmingham-jail

theconversation.com/how-human-rights-law-has-been-used-to-guarantee-corporations-a-
right-to-profit-74593 

Right to profit?
Polluted Children, Toxic Nation, 2008, 5 minutes
www.youtube.com/watch?v=OpdqKAC73CM 

Little Things Matter: The Impact of Toxins on the Developing Brain, 2014, 7 minutes
www.youtube.com/watch?v=E6KoMAbz1Bw

The Most Polluted Generation, TEDxBrussels, 2014, 14 minutes
www.youtube.com/watch?v=LlQXs0yofMs 

10 Americans, Environmental Working Group, 2012, 23 minutes
www.youtube.com/watch?v=0-kc3AIM_LU 

Cancer Alley: Big Industry, Big Problems, 2015 
www.msnbc.com/interactives/geography-of-poverty/se.html

PP



TIMELINE RESOURCES 1954 - 1970s

1954–
Brown v. Board
1954 (I):  www.history.com/topics/black-history/brown-v-board-of-education-of-topeka 

1954 (I):  www.casebriefs.com/blog/law/constitutional-law/constitutional-law-keyed-to-stone/
equality-and-the-constitution/brown-v-board-of-education-of-topeka-brown-i/ 

1955 (II):  www.casebriefs.com/blog/law/constitutional-law/constitutional-law-keyed-to-stone/
equality-and-the-constitution/brown-v-board-of-education-of-topeka-brown-ii/ 

1979 (III):  www.nytimes.com/1989/12/14/us/topeka-has-failed-to-do-enough-to-integrate-
schools-court-rules.html

1964–1968
Civil Rights Acts
www.history.com/topics/black-history/civil-rights-act

www.history.com/topics/black-history/voting-rights-act

www.history.com/topics/black-history/fair-housing-act

1967
Loving v. Virginia
kids.laws.com/loving-v-virginia

1973
Roe v. Wade
www.casebriefs.com/blog/law/family-law/family-law-keyed-to-weisberg/private-family-
choices-constitutional-protection-for-the-family-and-its-members/roe-v-wade/

Support Resources
No More: The Children of Birmingham 1963 and the Turning Point of the Civil Rights Movement, 
10-minute documentary film
www.youtube.com/watch?v=hCxE6i_SzoQ

Loving, film
www.youtube.com/watch?v=zRXuCY7tRgk

14th Amendment and 10 landmark U.S. Supreme Court cases 
constitutioncenter.org/blog/10-huge-supreme-court-cases-about-the-14th-amendment



TIMELINE RESOURCES 1976-2014

1976	
Buckley v. Valeo
www.amendmentgazette.com/how-spending-money-became-a-form-of-speech/ 

1978	
First National Bank of Boston v. Bellotti
www.casebriefs.com/blog/law/constitutional-law/constitutional-law-keyed-to-chemerinsky/
first-amendment-freedom-of-expression/first-national-bank-of-boston-v-bellotti/

www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/govbeat/wp/2013/11/08/initiative-spending-booms-past-1-
billion-as-corporations-sponsor-their-own-proposals/?utm_term=.1a27e96988e4 

1986	
Pacific Gas & Electric Co. v. Public Utilities Commission of California
www.casebriefs.com/blog/law/constitutional-law/constitutional-law-keyed-to-cohen/
protection-of-penumbral-first-amendment-rights/pacific-gas-and-electric-company-v-public-
utilities-commission-of-california/

1996	
International Dairy Foods Association v. Amestoy
caselaw.findlaw.com/us-2nd-circuit/1210635.html 

2010	
Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission
www.britannica.com/event/Citizens-United-v-Federal-Election-Commission 

www.casebriefs.com/blog/law/constitutional-law/constitutional-law-keyed-to-sullivan/rights-
ancillary-to-freedom-of-speech/citizens-united-v-federal-election-commission/

2010	
SpeechNow.org v. Federal Election Commission
ballotpedia.org/SpeechNOW.org_v._Federal_Election_Commission 

2014	
McCutcheon v. Federal Election Commission
www.publicintegrity.org/2014/04/22/14611/mccutcheon-decision-explained-more-money-
pour-political-process

MP



SUPPORT RESOURCES 1976-2014

Campaign finance regulation history
ballotpedia.org/History_of_campaign_finance_regulation 

The Powell Memo, 1971
law2.wlu.edu/powellarchives/page.asp?pageid=1251
billmoyers.com/content/the-powell-memo-a-call-to-arms-for-corporations/2/ 

Corporate influence on citizens’ initiatives
www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/govbeat/wp/2013/11/08/initiative-spending-booms-past-1-
billion-as-corporations-sponsor-their-own-proposals/?utm_term=.1a27e96988e4

GMOs and labeling
www.centerforfoodsafety.org/issues/1044/rbgh/about-rbgh

www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2018/05/04/mandatory-gmo-labels-are-coming-
for-your-food/?utm_term=.b59e6af9146e

MP



TIMELINE RESOURCES 2001-2016

2001, 2011	
USA PATRIOT Act
www.britannica.com/topic/USA-PATRIOT-Act
www.lawfareblog.com/usa-freedom-act-turns-two 
www.britannica.com/biography/Edward-Snowden 

2005
Kelo v. City of New London
www.casebriefs.com/blog/law/property/property-law-keyed-to-dukeminier/eminent-domain-
and-the-problem-of-regulatory-takings/kelo-v-city-of-new-london/  

Dissenting opinion:  en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kelo_v._City_of_New_London 

2005	
Energy Policy Act:  en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Energy_Policy_Act_of_2005

2011	
Wal-Mart v. Dukes
www.casebriefs.com/blog/law/civil-procedure/civil-procedure-keyed-to-yeazell/personal-
jurisdiction/wal-mart-stores-inc-v-dukes-2/ 

2013	
Shelby County v. Holder	
www.casebriefs.com/blog/law/constitutional-law/constitutional-law-keyed-to-brest/
federalism-separation-of-powers-and-national-security-in-the-modern-era/shelby-county-
alabama-v-holder/ 

2014	
Burwell v. Hobby Lobby
www.britannica.com/topic/Burwell-v-Hobby-Lobby-Stores-Inc
ballotpedia.org/Burwell_v._Hobby_Lobby_Stores,_Inc. 

2015	
Obergefell v. Hodges
www.britannica.com/event/Obergefell-v-Hodges
ballotpedia.org/Obergefell_v._Hodges

2016
Evenwel v. Abbott
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evenwel_v._Abbott 
www.theusconstitution.org/litigation/evenwel-v-abbott-u-s-sup-ct/

PP



SUPPORT RESOURCES 1976-2014

New Jim Crow 
Jay Z: “War on drugs,” animation
www.drugpolicy.org/facts/new-solutions-drug-policy/brief-history-drug-war-0 

America’s Private Prison Industry, Mother Jones, July/Aug 2016 
www.motherjones.com/politics/2016/06/history-of-americas-private-prison-industry-timeline 

Michelle Alexander, The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness (The New 
Press, 2010)

PP


